
  

Boise City invites public artists to apply for an opportunity to design and fabricate public artwork(s) for the 
public right-of-way along Vista Avenue in the Depot Bench Neighborhood in Boise, ID. The artwork will be 
sited in a terraced, landscaped area along a major arterial avenue which runs through the Depot Bench 
Neighborhood and between the Boise Airport, I-84, Boise State University, and the downtown core. The 
artwork seeks to highlight and celebrate the unique and iconic features of the Depot Bench Neighborhood. 
There is potential for a singular artwork, a pair for a sense of entryway or gateway or for a series that spans 
the entire area.  

Up to three artists may be selected as finalists who will be invited to visit the site, project team, the 
neighborhood and be interviewed by members of the selection committee. Travel costs will be reimbursed 
by the City, if required. The City anticipates selecting one artist or artist team to award the commission to 
at the completion of the interview process. The selected artist or team will be placed on a design contract 
and be asked to collaborate with the project team, selection committee and general neighborhood on the 
development of the design. The selected artist(s) will be provided a combined project total of $70,000 to 
develop and formalize the design, fabricate, and transport the work to the site. Installation, assembly, and 
construction of the foundation/footing/attachment points of the work will be provided by a contractor 
who has an Idaho State Public Works License and will be paid for separately by the City of Boise.  

The City intends to award the contract to one artist; however, the City reserves the right to award to more 
than one applicant. 

The Depot Bench was platted in 1887 and the Train Depot was finished in 1925. The Depot Bench 
Neighborhood has been an active neighborhood association within the City since 1994 The neighborhood 
currently hosts 3 works of public art. In 2018 the neighborhood received Neighborhood Investment 
Program funding through City of Boise’s Planning and Development Services for the project as the location 
represents a major focal point along Vista Avenue, a major transit corridor and entryway into downtown 
from both the airport and the highway. Vista Avenue has been the focus of recent improvements by both 
public and private entities. A major public art project is soon to be completed a couple miles south from 
this location representing the first major phase in the corridor’s beautification effort. This second landmark 
artwork location serves to enhance the experience of travel along Vista and demark the history and 
importance of the Depot Bench Neighborhood. 

The neighborhood is comprised largely of one-story single-family residences and includes 3 elementary 
schools, a junior high school, 6 churches, a historic synagogue, the historic Boise Depot, and Vista Village 
Shopping Center. Vista Avenue is an important gateway that community visitors enter as they drive North 
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on Vista Avenue from the airport or interstate 84 to the city center. The Boise City Comprehensive Plan 
recognizes Vista Avenue as the highest priority gateway to Boise. 

Depot Bench residents are aware of how fortunate they are to live in an area with the City‘s finest tree 
canopy, beautiful homes, fine schools, and a strong sense of neighborhood. Areas of focus and value for 
the neighborhood include a healthy and mature tree canopy, historic and unique residential development, 
access to Vista Ave, proximity to downtown and the river, access to open canals and irrigation water, 
views from Crescent Rim, and the Boise Depot as an iconic city park, museum, and historic site. 

• School and neighborhood safety 

• Maintaining and showcasing the history of the neighborhood 

• Protecting our mature tree canopy 

• Developing and improving our neighborhood parks 

• Fostering local artistic expression, community engagement and inclusiveness 

• Compatible and vibrant economic development 
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The selected artist is expected to have the ability to communicate and collaborate with a variety of 
stakeholders, with the support of public art staff, during the development a design for a unique and 
engaging work of art. The artist will be tasked with developing site specific/site responsive work(s) which 
need to be incorporated into the existing landscaped areas. The final work(s) should serve as a landmark 
to identify, celebrate, and/or highlight the rich history and character of the neighborhood, including the 
history, architecture, iconic features, and/or the people. The project site is located along Vista Avenue is 
highly visible by both vehicular and pedestrian traffic. The location both serves as a neighborhood 
boundary and gateway/entryway into the downtown/Boise State University area. The site lends itself to 
hosting a variety of types of artwork. There is potential for a large, stand-alone sculptural work, a 
gateway/entryway work which flanks both sides of Vista Avenue, or a series of works which span the 
expanse of the landscaped area on either side of the train trestle.  

Description Date  

Call to Artist Released April 2019 

Application Workshop – Optional May 16th, 2019 @ 1pm, local time 

Questions/ Clarifications due via email by  June 21, 2019 @ Noon, local time 

Applications due in writing by mail/hand deliver June 26, 2019 1:00pm, local time 

Finalists Selected July 2019 

Artist Meeting/ Site Visit/Interviews August/September 2019 

Final Selection Panel September 2019 

Final Artist(s) on Contract October 2019 

Design Concepts Late Fall 2019 

Design Approval Winter 2019 

Artist(s) Finalize Design, Fabricate Work Winter 2019 – Spring 2020 

Installation Summer/Fall 2020 
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Optional Application Workshop will be held May 16th at 1:00 PM local time in the Boise 
City (Maryanne Jordan) Council Chambers located at 150 N Capitol Blvd, 3rd floor, Boise, 
Idaho 83702. At the Workshop staff will review the application process, discuss the 
process for design, fabrication and installation, and answer any questions applicants may 
have. This is your only opportunity to speak directly with Arts & History and Purchasing 
staff. Inquiries at any other time must be submitted in writing to Laura Sanders at 
lsanders@cityofboise.org. 
In determining the best qualified applications, City of Boise will consider all acceptable 

applications on a basis consistent with this Request for Qualification (RFQ). The Evaluation 

Panel will rank applications directly from the evaluation process and basis of qualifications 

identified in this document. Once the final ranking is complete, the City of Boise will contact the 

three highest ranked Artists to invite them to participate in a site visit and interview process. 

Artists will be compensated for travel based on federal reimbursement rates, if necessary. The 

City intends to award the project to one artist at the culmination of the interview process but 

reserves the right to award to more than one artist. 

The City of Boise reserves the right to reject any and all applications, to waive any irregularities 
in the applications received and to accept the applications that are in the best interest of the City. 
Boise City is an Equal Opportunity Employer. The City of Boise is exempt from Federal and State 
taxes and will execute the required exemption certificates. 
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Applications are to be submitted in a format that allows uniform review and easy access to 
information by the Evaluation Panel, which is made up of funding stakeholders, an Arts & History 
Commissioner, and artists.  The Applications are to be clear and to the point. The Application 
package shall contain the following information: 

1 – 5 items must be included in the package in hard copy, printed form. If applicant has the 
necessary technology, we request that they are also prepared as one PDF, on the CD or thumb 
drive: 

1. Application Form/Signature Page (Pass/ Fail – if submitted, you pass, if you don’t, you fail)  

Fill out / sign the Application Form/Signature Page and submit as your first document. 

2. Letter of Interest/Ability to Provide (Pass/Fail) 

Include a one-page letter addressing why you’re interested in this opportunity and your 

related experience or qualifications. Describe how you are able to provide responsive 

services for sculptural public artwork, meeting the needs of the City of Boise for this project. 

3. Resume/Prior Experience (Pass/Fail) 

Include a resume and/or brief summary of the Artist’s qualifications and/or past experience  

4. 2 References (Pass/Fail) 

Applicants must provide at least two (2) current references who are familiar with the quality 

of the artwork created by the applicant. References of potential finalists will be contacted. 

5. Image List: (Pass/Fail) 

Please use the provided form to list the information for the submitted images: title, type of 

work (painting, sculpture, installation), material(s), date and any comments.  

* Images noted in section 6 are saved as separate JPEG files on the same CD or thumb drive 

as the above PDF. You do not need to print out images of your art for the Application 

package. 

6. Images of Past Work (200 pts. – most important part of the application) 

Provide up to ten images of your past completed artwork as separate files in JPEG format on 

a CD or thumb drive; these works should demonstrate your ability to meet the defined scope 

of services. Images are to be in JPEG Format, 300 dpi, not larger than 10” on the longest side.  

Images that appear within the body of the email will not be accepted. Each JPEG may include 

only one image of a single work. Applications with more than 10 images or work samples will 

be disqualified.
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Return with Proposal 

 

 

 

 
The above signed applicant proposes to provide services in accordance with the specifications 
for RFQ 19-329, Depot Bench Public Art, Boise Idaho and to bind themselves, on the acceptance 
of this application, to enter into and execute a contract, of which this application, terms and 
conditions, and specifications will be part. The undersigned further agrees, if awarded a 
contract, to execute and deliver the signed contract to the City within five (5) working days 
after receipt of an executed contract. 
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Return with Proposal 

 

Applicants must provide at least two (2) current references who are familiar with the quality of 
the artwork created by the Applicant. References must be able to verify Applicant’s ability to 
comply with the requirements of this application. Failure to provide references may be grounds 
for disqualification.  Before a contract is awarded, the City will conduct reference check as is 
necessary to evaluate and determine the performance record and ability of the top ranked 
Applicant(s) to perform the size and type of work to be contracted, and to determine the quality 
of the service being offered. By submitting an application, you authorize the City to conduct 
reference interviews as needed. 
 

REFERENCE ONE 

Name of Reference:           

Email: _________            

Phone: _ ________           

Address:             

City/State/Zip:            

Affiliation:            ______ 

Years Known:             
 

REFERENCE TWO 

Name of Reference:           

Email:              

Phone:              

Address:             

City/State/Zip:            

Affiliation:            ______ 

Years Known:             
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Return with Proposal 

 

Image #1 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #2 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #3 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #4 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 
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Return with Proposal 

Image #5 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #6 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #7 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #8 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

 

Image #9 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 
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Return with Proposal 

 

Image #10 Title: 
 

Type of work  

Materials Used  

Date Finished  

Additional 
Information or 
Comments 

 

1. Application Form/Signature Page (Pass/ Fail)    Yes__No__ 

Please fill out the Application Form/Signature Page and submit it as your first document. 

2. Letter of Interest/Ability to Provide (Pass/Fail)    Yes__No__ 

Include a one-page letter addressing why you are interested in this opportunity and your 
related experience or qualifications. Describe how the applicant is able to provide 
responsive services for the needs of the City of Boise for this project. 

3. Resume/Prior Experience (Pass/ Fail)     Yes__No__ 

Include a resume and/or brief summary of the Artist’s qualifications and/or past experience 

4. Two References (Pass/ Fail)      Yes__No__ 

Applicants must provide at least two (2) current references who are familiar with the quality 
of the artwork created by the applicant. 

5. Image List (Pass/ Fail)       Yes__No__ 
Please use the provided form to list the information for the submitted images  

6. Up to 10 Images of Past Work (200 pts.)     Yes__No__ 

Provide up to ten images of your past, completed artwork which applies to this project 
context, in separate files in JPEG format on a CD or thumb drive. Images should be in JPEG 
Format, 300 dpi, not larger than 10” on the longest side.  
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1.9 

1.10 

1.11 

1.12 

1.13 

• 

1.14 

mailto:lsanders@cityofboise.org
http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/EGS/PS/pages/reciprocal_detail.aspx
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1.15 

1.16 
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• 
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• 

1.17 

1.18 

1.19 

mailto:cmillar@cityofboise.org
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2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

 

 

 

2.5 

2.6 

2.7 
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2.8 

2.9 

2.10 

2.11 
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